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AmendiMeats to the Ctainis 
1 his listing of claims wilt replace all prior versions, and Ibtiisgs, of the claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A raethod for increassing message costs to mimmig:c junk or spam 
emails , eoraprising: 

recemn g at a relaying con^^^ over a data link a reques t from a send^^^^ 
computer to route a message to a recipient address; 

calculating a delay period, in response to the request; 

sending a command from tlie relaying computer to tlie sending computer, the 
command causing the sending compuler to re-queue the message ibr re-transmission of 
the message to the reiaving c<minuter: 

dropping the data link; 

receiving over the data link a next request to route the-a message to the-a recipient 
address; 

dropping the data link, if the next request was received during the delay period; 

and 

routing the message referenced in the next request to the recipient address, if the 
delay period has expired. 

2. (original) "nie method of claim 1: 

wherein the calculating element includes calculating the delay period once per 

day. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1: 

wherein the caiculating element includes calculating a random delay period. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 : 

wherein the dropping element includes transmitting a transport layer command 
which closes the data link. 
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5. (original) llie method of claim 1: 

wherein tlie dropping element includes ti^ismitting a TCP layer "FIN" command 

over the data link. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1: 

wherein the dropping element includes closing the data link at a network layer 
without sending any message back over the data link. 

7. (original ) The method of claim 1 : 

wherein the dropping element includes silently closing the data link at an IP layer. 

8. (original) The method of claim 1 : 

wherein the message is an e-mail message. 

9. (currently amended) 'ITie method of cl aim I : 

wherein the receiving eienieiit includes receiving over the data link the--a request 
to route the message trom ihe - a ptirtiC ' Mlm' sending computer to the recipient address 
hosted b v the relayina a - mtFtjeular-reeeiviag computer, 

10. (currently amended) A metliod for increasing message transaction cost s to minimize 
jimk or spam emails , comprising: 

receiving over a data hnk ai a receivi ng com a reques t frgni a sea^ 
com piiter to route a message to a recipient address; 

attempting to identify the recipient address; snd 

causing tlie sending computer to timeout by having the receiving computer drop 
dropping the data link with the sending computer[[,]] if the recipient address can not be 
identified by the receiving computer . 

1 1. (original) The tnethod of claim 10: 
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wherein the attempting element includes attempting to verify tiiat tlie recipient 
address is valid, 

12. (originai) The method of claim 10: 

wherein the attempting element inciudes attempting to verify that the recipiem 
address known. 

13. (original) 'The method of claim 10: 

wherein the dropping element includes iTansmitting a transport layer command 
which closes the data link. 

14. (originai) The metliod of claim 10: 

wherein the dropping element inciudes transmitting a TCP layer "f IN" comniimd 
over the data link, 

15. (ori gin al) The method of claim 10: 

wherein the dropping element ineludes closing the data link at a network layer 
without sending any message back o ver tlie data iink. 

16. (original) 'fhe method of claim 10: 

wherein the dropping element includes silently closing the data link at an IP layer. 

17. (ofigina!) The method of clainv 10: 

wherein the message is an e-mail message, 

18. (originai) The method of claim 10: 

wherein the address is an e-mail address. 

19. (currently amended) A niethod for increasing message transaction cost s to minimize 
junk or spam emails , comprising; 

generating - a -fet se t - ef taux addresses; 
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making the faux addresses available; 

receiving over a data link a request from a vSending computer to rout e Ihrouglr a 

rcceiviRg cumpuier a message to one of ihe -a taux addresses withia-tfeeset-of'iaHX 

a^Mfes^se^i; and 

causing the sending computer to timeout by dwppim the data iink betw^^cn the 
sending computer and the receiving computer in response to the receiving computer 
^gggiyl^is feg oog.M i^'^ response to the receiving elemeait . 

20- (currently amended) lire method of claim 19: 

wherein the making element includes, publishing the faux addresses on a public 
network. [[;] J 

21 . (original) The method of claim 19: 

wherein the dropping element includes transmitting a transport layer command 
which closes the data link. 

22. (origi aal) I he methtid of claim 19: 

wherein the dropping element includes iravismitting a FCP layer "i-lN" command 
over the data link. 

23. (original) The method of claim 19: 

wherein the dropping element includes closing the data link at a network layer 
without sending any message back over tlie data link. 

24. (original) 'llie method of claim 19: 

wherein the dropping element includes silently closing the data link at an IP layer. 

25. (currently amended) The metliod of claim 19: 

forther comprising, treati ng th e one of the faux addresses as valid for a 
predetermined period of ti m e;, in response to the receiving element ; and 
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wherein the dropping element mcludes, dropping the data link with th e sending 
s&jftd i- Hg computer, after the predetermined period of time has expired. 

26. (currentiy amended) The method of claim 25: 

wherein the treating element inchides providing a faux vaiidation of th e one of the 
feux addresses back over the data Unk. 

27. (original) 'The method of claim 26: 

wherein the providing elenienl includes downloading a file identified within the 
message. 

28. (currentiy amended) The method of claim 26: 

wherein the providing element includes downloading an image file identified by 
an image reference within the message.[[;]] 

29. (currently amended) The method of claim 19: 

further comprising, ireating the one of the faux atkiresses as valid until a number 
of messages addressed to the one of the faux addresses reaches a tlrst predetermined 
number within a first predetermined time period; and 

wherein the dropping element includes, dropping the data link, afiier the number 
of messages addressed to the one of the faux addresses exceeds the first predetermined 
number within the first predetermined time period. 

30. (currently amended) The method of claim 29: 

Xlulher comprising, treating the one of the faux addresses as valid again after the 
number of messages addressed to the one of the faax address^ lalls below a second 
predetermined number within a second predetennined time period. 

3\. (currently amended) The method of chiim 19, fisrther comprising: 
generatin g additional a next S4; t ; of faux addresses; 
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repeating the making, receiving, and dropping elements witii respect to tiie 
addltionaJ - aej^t - ^t-ef faux addresses. 

32. (originai) The method of claim 19: 

wherein the message is an e-mail message. 

33. (original) The method of claim 19: 

wherein the address is an e-mati address. 

34. (currently amended) A system for increasing message transaction cost s to minimtige 
junk or spam emaik . comprising a: 

means for receivin g at a relaying compmer over a data liiik a reques t from a 
sending computer to route a message to a recipient address; 

means tor calculating a delay period, in response to the request; 

means for^ s^^ 
gQt!?l>jjMr^the com 

transmiss ion of the message to the relaying computer; 
means for dropping the data link; 

means for receiving over the data link a next request to route the-a message to tlie 
a recipient address; 

means for dropping the data jink, if the next request was received during the delay 
period; and 

means for routing the message referenced in tlie next request to the recipient 

address, if the delay period has expired. 

35. (cuiTently mnended) A system for increasing message h'ansaction cost s to minimize 
j nnk or .spam emails , comprising a: 

means for receiving over a data lin k at a receiving computer a reques t from a 
sending computer to route a message to a recipient address; 

means for attempting to identify the recipient address; and 



8 



Appiicasiotj No. j 0/632,402 
Response to OA of 04/25/2007 



means for causing tiie sending compirter to timeoirt fay having the recemng 
compuier drop ^ fepp i ag the data link with the sending computer[[,] J if the recipient 
address can not be identifie d by the receiving compuier . 

36. (currentiy amended) A system for increasing messtige transaction cost s to minimize 
jnnk or spam emails K comprising a: 

means for generating a first s et of taux addresses; 
means for making the faux addresses available; 

means for receiving over a data link a requestjrom a sending a^^^ to route 
throngh a receiving computer a message t o one of the- « faux addresses- witlaH^fe e-^ s e t-e^ ' 
feux - addFe&.' i es ; and 

memis for causing the sending computer to timeout by diopping the data link 
between the sending computer and the receiving computer in response to the receiving 
computer receiving the one of the faux addresses ^ in respon s e to th<s receiving element 

37. (currently amended) The system of claim 36, further comprishig: 

means for treating the one of tJie I'auK addresses as valid tor a predetermined 
period of time j"ift - .r6Sp0nse - tfc> - tAve reeeiv i .ag"e ^ ife^^^ 

38. (currently amended) The system of claim 36, further comprising: 

tneans for treating th e one of the faux address^ as valid until a number of 
messages addressed to th e one of the faux addresses reaches a first predetermined number 
within a tli-st predetermined time period. 

39. (currently amended) The system of claim 38, further comprising; 

means for treating th e one of tlie faux addresses as valid again alter the number of 
messages addressed to th e one of the faux addresses falls below a second predetermined 
number within a second predetermined time period. 
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